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later, a much larger and more serious question. For it is not easy to see how the Christian ecclesiastic allowances .can be forbidden except on the broad principle that the State has no business to recognise or support any particular religious sentiment, and that it is mere indirect persecution to tax a man for contributions toward the maintenance of liturgies from which he dissents. That principle might be logical enough, but then it is incapable of partial application ; we can hardly strain at such a gnat as this budget allotment to Christianity, and swallow such camels as the Mahomedan and Hindu endowments. It is of little use to relieve the native conscience of the burden of contributing towards a Protestant or Koman Catholic bishop, if we still leave the people paying rates and taxes indiscriminately to temples and to Islam, with no ascertainable link between the creed of the individual tax-payer and the creed which his money may go to support. But a motion in England to forbid the Indian Government from disbursing public money to any religious institution would spread dismay in India; since the chief gravamen of recent complaints made against us by natives in India lies in allegations that we have been disestablishing these institutions and. revising their endowments, that we have refused to appoint K&zis or to retain any kind of religious patronage, and that we have either thrown up the superintendence of religious foundations or attempted unacceptable reforms.
The truth seems to be that we have got to a climax of the conflict between eastern and western opinion as to what are the proper functions of a neutral State.